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curiosity will excuse the sight of that city, the passage from
Heyt down the Euphrates to Bassora is quite secure.
4TH. With the Arabian Caravans, of which there are two
from Aleppo, one to Bassora and the other to Bagdat, and often
set out together, keeping company till they arrive at a place
called Cobiesie1, which is a poor village within four hours of
Heyt. This latter route we preferred, and that our experience
may be of some utility to future travellers, I shall here set
down the necessary provisions for such a journey. And first,
I think whoever by common necessity or curiosity urged a
large Tartaravan (or litter) with the improvement of a double
ceiling will render his passage easy; the carriage here being
the principal consideration, for as to other inconveniences it
is supposed that those who undertake to travel any parts of
the East are informed that long stages, a slow pace, course
far [i.e. fare], and a warm sun are to be the common trials of
their patience and constitution.
2DLY* Be careful with what Arab you engage for the
camels, as choice and recommendation in [this] as much
concerns your welfare in the desart as the difference of
commanders at sea.
3DLY. To visit the principal Shaik with a small present, as
a vest of cloth or the like.
4THLY. Agree with the said Shaik, and procure from him
in writing what you are to pay [for] each camel for desert
dues, whereby disputes are avoided at the journeys end.
5THLY. Concerning water, it is customary for travellers to
agree with their conductor for supplying throughout the
journey and are [we?] paid for ourselves and two servants
one and a half camel load, which they reckon six loaders or
large skins, and these they oblige themselves to keep re-
plenished as they find water in the desart; and if travellers
are careful and don't regard the expence carrying a few more
loaders than usual, they may drink what is wholesome the
greatest part of the way, by seeing themselves the said
loaders filled where the water is best and strictly in charging
their own servants to be watchful of it; which we imprudently
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